Mycobacterium fortuitum peritonitis in peritoneal dialysis and its effects on the peritoneum.
Mycobacterium fortuitum peritonitis is a rare complication in patients undergoing continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD). A 47-year-old patient was admitted to our tertiary hospital because of culture-negative peritonitis with persisting signs of infection despite adequate empirical antibiotic treatment. Although M. fortuitum was detected and the antibiotic regime subsequently amended, catheter removal was inevitable and the dialysis modality converted to hemodialysis (HD). After long-term antibiotic treatment and an additional latency of 4 months without signs of residual infection, reinitiation of CAPD was planned. Explorative laparoscopy prior to catheter reinsertion revealed multiple adhesions within the peritoneal cavity, preventing adequate catheter function. The clinical course of M. fortuitum peritonitis, the need for catheter removal and the description of peritoneal changes are discussed regarding to recent literature.